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2 celebrating 25 years 1984-2009

Session this Sunday — June 20th
Capital District Irish American Assn. (AOH) Hall, 375 Ontario St, Albany
Learning Session —2:30-3:30

Special note: No sessions during july and August, but we resume in Sept.

Many thanks to all who helped make our 25th anniversary celebration a great success,
especially Martin Lyden, Steve Screiber and Colleen O’Sullivan. We were honored to have
over 70 guests, friends old and new. A ceili held earlier in the afternoon was well attended
by dancers, with Ron Brushi calling. Thanks were extended to Ron and Marie for all the efforts
they have put into keeping a lively Irish Set Dance community active in the Albany area. The
Comhaltas Band, in their ongoing generous donation of time and talent, played for the dancers,
joined by several guest musicians, including John Lyden on ceili drums. An evening concert
by past Hall of Fame inductees Noel Higgins, Jimmy Kelly, Monsignor Charlie Coen, and Mike
McHale, joined by Dylan Foley was enjoyed by all. We can never underestimate how much
the Albany Comhaltas branch has benefitted from the generous sharing of our Hall of Fame
inductee’s music and time. A special thank you to Colleen for taking care of the tea and coffee

Bandleader
Kathy Mason (584-6850)

From Paul Keating:

We lost one of the Comhaltas giants
in New York when Jim McGinty
passed away in his sleep early on
Monday. He was 72 and inill health
in recent years with the onset of
Parkinson’s Disease. Jim was active
with CCE since the early days of the
Michael Coleman Club in the mid-
seventies, its Chairman a couple

of times at least, the first Regional
Chairman of the Mid-Atlantic
Region for the North American
Province of Comhaltas and Chair

of the Fleadh committee for many
years. He also hosted the American
Irish Radio Program in Westchester
for decades keeping trad on the
airwaves. He retired from the North
Rockland School System where he
was a Special Ed Administrator, as

a Colonel in the New York Army
Reserve, AOH Officer and St.
Patrick’'Day Parade Committees in
NYC and Yonkers where he was also
the Grand Marshall one year. And he
loved the weekly music session in
Dunnes’'Pub in White Plains.

Condolences to his wife Barbara
who shared so many of his activities
and Comhaltas work and his
daughter Cathy and husband Alex
and their children.

and Anne Marie McLaughlin for picking up the cakes. An article on the celebration is in the

works to be sent to Treior; we'll keep you posted on that. — Mary Beth
6,-::\& Sean O'Riada Hall of Fame
Lr o
inductees Noel Higgins

(accordion), Jimmy Kelly
(drums), Monsignor Charlie

Mike McHale (flute and
pennywhistle), joined by
Dylan Foley (fiddle) at the
25th anniversary celebration.
Photo courtesy Tim Raab

. Congratulations Johw!
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: On May 23rd, 2010, at the New York Fleadh Cheoil John Lyden was :
e awarded 1st place in the 18 and over solo ceili drum competition.In e
® August 2010 John will represent North America in that same event at @
: the All Ireland Fleadh Cheoil in County Cavan, Ireland. John's success :
o is a credit to Jimmy Kelly who has been John’s ceili drum teacher °
00000000000000000000000000000000

Concerts, Festivals

June 25 - 27th — Old Songs Festival — Matt and Shannon Heaton, Irish duo from Boston,
concerts, dances, jamming, workshops, camping, food, artisans, vendors, handicapped
accessible. Held at the Altamont Fairgrounds; www.oldsongs.org/festival.

July 11-16 — Annual Catskills Irish Arts Week — Daily classes, lectures, concerts, ceili
dances, & sessions galore. Special guests; Liz Carrol, Mary Bergin, Joanie Madden, Kane
sisters, Matt Cranitch, Jackie Daly. www.irishvillageusa.com.

July 17, Saturday, Noon til 7pm— Andy McGann Traditional Irish Music Festival — Michael
J. Quill Festival Grounds, E. Durham, www.irishvillageusa.com.



Sejsiuns

First Friday in Amsterdam
Amsterdam Irish-American Club
Yeoman St., 7:30 pm; “mostly Irish”
in a virtually “smoke-free” club room
next to the bar. contact: Paul Gavry,
mgavry@nycap.rr.com

Every Wednesday

in Saratoga

alternating at The Parting Glass
Lake Ave., and Olde Bryan Inn
7-11pm, contact: Paul O'Donnell
(Celtic Treasures) 583-9452

Second Wednesday

Old Songs, 37 South Main St.
Voorheesville (slow session)
7:30-9:30 contact: Hilary Schrauf,
756-8273

Third Sunday

Combhaltas, Albany AOH Hall

375 Ontario St., Albany

Slow Session 2:30, Regular at 3:30
contact: Colleen O’Sullivan,
482-8233

Happy
Father’s Day

to all the Dads. We
hope your families
will let you escape
for the afternoon to
play some tunes.

e

Don't forget our friends at
Celtic Treasures in Saratoga
for those special gifts!
518-583-9452

July 23 - 25th — The Great American Irish Festival — Herkimer County Fairgrounds
featuring Leahy, The Elders, Eileen Ivers, Pipe Bands, Irish merchandise and music vendors,
History and Culture Seminars. Under 13 free. www.gaif.us.

August 9 - 13 — Fiddling Demystified for Strings — all ages; high intermediate to
advanced levels. A week of immersion in rhythm and its applications in Irish, Franco-
American and Old-Time genres. Many instruments welcomed besides fiddle. Liz Carrol
of Chicago teaching Irish Fiddle. Contact; Old Songs, Fiddle & Strings, 37 Main St.,
Voorheesville, NY www.oldsong.org/camps.html. 518 765 2815

August 21 — Annual East Durham Feis, East Durham; www.irishvillageusa.com.

Dance

June 25-27, 2010 — Murphy Roche Irish Music Club presents the Midwest Fleadh.
Opening Ceremony & Ceili: June 25 at 7 p.m. Solo, Duet & Trio Competitions begin at 9 a.m.,
June 26 Ceili Bands, following solos/duets and trios, June 26 (check websi te for timing)
Mass, Closing Ceremony & Ceili: June 27 at 10 a.m. All competitions to take place in venues
in Forest Park, lllinois. See MidwestFleadh.com for details and schedule.

Ceol Agus Rince: http://www.my.calendars.net/ceolagusrince : online calendar of “IRISH
TRADITIONAL MUSIC AND DANCE EVENTS IN THE MID-ATLANTIC US...AND BEYOND!" To
receive a weekly e-letter, email your request to: ceolagusrince@gmail.com

Irish Set Dancing — on-line community: http://irishsetdancing.ning.com/

Language

North American Gaeltacht, Annual Conference of the North American Association for
Celtic Language Teachers, Isle of Skye, Scotland, 9-12 June 2010 www.naaclt.org. Summer
Immersion Week, Gaeltacht an Oileain Uir, 8 -14 August 2010, www.anghaeltacht.ca. Contact:
Aralt Mac Giolla 613.541.6000 ext 6042; kenny-h@rmc.

Communications

www.wgbh.org/celtic: A Celtic Sojurn Radio from WGBH in Boston “exploring traditional
and contemporary Irish music from around the world”. Broadcasting recorded concerts,
commentary and music.

www.liveireland.com: live traditional Irish internet radio station broadcast from Dublin.
RTE Radio 1, Saturday nights; www.radio1.ie/weekend/ceilihouse e-mail ceili@rte.ie.

Paul Keating, Irish Voice column, “From the Hob,” fromthehob@aol.com or send news
directly to Paul at 67 Saddle Ranch Lane, Hillsdale, NJ 07642-1318; (h) (201) 722-0059; cell
(201) 965-6598. Read the Irish Voice via internet: www.irishecho.com

The weekly Comhaltas Irish music program; www.comhaltaslive.ie e-mail Willie Fogarty at
11wc@eircom.net.

| essons - Dance, Music, Language

Set Dance — all levels - taught by Ron Br- Irish Step Dance — Kelly School of Irish
uschi at the Irish Cultural Center, 7pom Tues-  Dance. Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced
days the AOH Hall, 375 Ontario St., Albany. Levels. Small, personal class sizes to pro-

fee $4.00. Info: Anne Marie McLaughlin mote skill, self-confidence and discipline.
518-370-3700 Contact: Celtic Hall (518) 479-1029
Stepdance — Boland School, Troy; Flute and Tin Whistle — Mike McHale,
518-899-7449. Beginning, Intermediate Catskill; 518-943-5575. Private lessons, call
and Advanced for arrangements.

Comhaltas website - www.albanycce.com

Send newsletter notices to: Mary Beth Vought, 1633 Grovenors Corners Rd., Central Bridge, NY 12035,

518-868-2807, mvought1@verizon.net



